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consult with Foreign Secretary Halifax. Later in the day
Premier Reynaud arrives in London by plane for a brief visit.
He confers with Prime Minister Churchill and other members
of the War Cabinet on the military and strategic situation
confronting the Allies, the problems arising from the increas-
ingly hostile attitude of Italy, and the doubtful attitude of
King Leopold.
While M, Reynaud is still in London it is announced that
Lieutenant General Sir John Greer Dill has been appointed
Chief of the British Imperial Staff, replacing General Sir
Edmund Ironside, who becomes Commander-in-Chief of the
Home Forces.
The British Admiralty this evening makes its first call on
the "Small Vessels Pool" (cf. May 14) to provide boats to
help in withdrawing troops from Dunkerque. These and other
volunteer craft of every conceivable sort and size will act
courageously and adventurously during the coming week in
conjunction with naval vessels under the Dover Commander,
Vice-Admiral Sir Bertram H. Ramsay.
The French Government warns that the Germans are issu-
ing false orders to the French civil authorities, often over the
telephone. Announcement is made of the dismissal of police
chiefs in several cities, including Lille and Valenciennes in the
Flanders battlefield area. An official order is issued calling on
all foreigners over 15 years old who have arrived in France
since May 10 to report to the authorities before May 31*
The signs of approaching intervention by Italy on the side of
Germany become stronger. Premier Mussolini confers with his
high army officers and with munitions manufacturers* The